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MBS. HARRIET RUMSEY TAYLOR. 

In the death of Mrs. Taylor the Illinois State Historical 
Society has lost one of its earliest and most active mem- 
bers. 

Harriet Rmnsey was bom at Compo Beach, Westport, 
Conn. She was the second daughter of Aaron Burr 
Rumsey and Lucretta Crane, his wife. The family 
moved to New York City when she was a child, and later 
returned to Westport, Conn. She came with her parents 
in 1849 to reside in Springfield. Her father, A. B. Rum- 
sey, was superintendent of the railroad) running from 
Springfield to Naples, which is now a part of the Wabash 
systemi. 

Mrs. Taylor was married to Francis Taylor Nov. 12, 
1866, going to New Berlin to reside. 

Four children were born to the union, Charles R. of New 
Berlin, William F., deceased, Harriet S. of Springfield, 
HI., and Frederick D. of Milwaukee, Wis. The deceased 
is also survived by four step-children, Mrs. Mary C 
Couter, Albert Taylor, Francis I. Taylor and Edward H. 
Taylor, and three brothers, Charles Rumsey of Tustin, 
Cal., Girard W. Rumsey of Alton, Mo., and Arthur W. 
Rumsey of Eaowa, Kan. In 1894 Mrs. Taylor came to 
Sprin^eld where she has sinc« resided. She took an 
active interest in church and literary work; she was a 
member of the Every Wednesday Club of Springfield, and 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, of which 
society she was Chapter regent. She was also a member 
of the Springfield Woman's dub, and of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. She was much interested in these 
fields of labor and as she was possessed of great executive 
ability she was useful and helpful to every association 
with which she was connected. 
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She was mucli interested in the study of history and 
genealogy. She had a beautiful voice and was noted in 
her earlier days as a singer. She was of the family of 
James Eumsey, the inventor, and since her death her 
family has presented to the Illinois State Historical So- 
ciety an oil painting of the little steamboat invented by 
Mr. Eumsey. 

Mrs. Taylor's life was a full and serviceable one. She 
was a christian woman, who loved her parents, husband, 
children and her country, and she served well in the many 
capacities in life to which she was called. 

Loved wife, fond mother and true friend. 
Crowned with life's laurels at thy journey's end. 



